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Extract from Whitehaven Sheet 28 (Bedrock) 1:50 000 (1 cm to 500 m)

GENERALISED GEOLOGICAL COLUMN
Bedrock (Solid) Geology  –  Not drawn to scale
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KEY to SYMBOLS
Geological boundary, Bedrock

Fault at rockhead, crossmark on
downthrow side

Coal

Horizontal strata

Inclined strata, dip in degrees

Pit or mineshaft, abandoned

Adit or mine mouth, abondoned with
orientation showing direction of entry

Area of Haematite mining

Mineral veins, Pb Lead, Fe Iron (Haematite) 

CROSS SECTION SHOWING THE GENERAL RELATIONS OF ROCKS ALONG LINE OF SECTION
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ST BEES SANDSTONE
FORMATION (SBS) (up to 200m)
Sandstone, reddish-brown, fine-to-medium-
grained, cross-bedded with subordinate
siltstone and mudstone

HENSINGHAM
FORMATION (HGP)
(50-140m)
Mudstone, siltstone and
sandstone with thin coals
and impure limestone

Great Scar
Limestone

Group
undivided
on section

Skiddaw Group,
undivided
on section

LM1-LM7 (190m)
Limestone, thick bedded
grey to blue-grey with
bentonitic clay partings
and thicker sandstone
and mudstone

BUTTERMERE
FORMATION (BuF)
(up to 1500m)
mudstone and
sandstone (locally
hornfelsed)

ST BEES SHALE
FORMATION (SBSH) (0-70m)
Siltstone, red-brown, laminated or
structureless with fine-grained sandstone,
subordinate mudstone and anhydrate

WHITEHAVEN
SANDSTONE
FORMATION (WS)
(up to 300m)
Reddened sandstone,
siltstone and mudstone

MIDDLE COAL
MEASURES (MCM)
(up to 200m)
Mudstone, siltstone
and sandstone, (sa)
with numerous
productive coal seams

LOWER COAL
MEASURES (LCM)
(up to 150m)
Mudstone, siltstone
and sandstone, (sa)
with few productive
coal seams

ST BEES EVAPORITE (SBE) (0-40m)
Anhydrate, nodular to ‘chicken-wire’
texture with thinly bedded dolomite,
siltstone and mudstone

BROCKRAM (BK) (10-50m)
Breccia, coarse, limestone and
volcanic clasts with haematite and
baryte mineralisation
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